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Name   - Mukund Narayan Bhale 

Father‟s Name  - Shri N. R. Bhale 

Mother‟s Name - Smt. Kamla Bhale 

Date of Birth  - 18
th

 November, 1953 

Qualifications  - 1. M.A. (Tabla) 1975 

    2. M.A. (Hindi Literature) 1977 

Experiences   - 1.Lecturer (Tabla) 1983, I.K.S.V., Khairagarh 

    2. Reader (Tabla) 1992, I.K.S.V., Khairagarh 

    3. Professor (Tabla) 2004, I.K.S.V., Khairagarh 

    4. Professor (Tabla) 2005 to 2007 on LIEN.  

(Bhatkhande Sangeet Sansthan, Lucknow.) 

5. Professor (Tabla) 2007 - present, I.K.S.V., Khairagarh 
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BIO-DATA OF PROF. MUKUND BHALE 

 

Thrilling performance, „Balanced accompaniment‟, „Musical and forceful “Sathidaar”, 

are some expert comments by exponents and critics for a renowned Tabla artist - Prof. 

Mukund Bhale. 

Born and brought-up in a music-loving family at Gwalior in 1953, Mukund started 

learning Tabla at a tender age of seven by Pandit Yashwant Rao Shirgaonkar 

(Gwalior), a disciple of Pandit Yashwant Rao Kerkar of Mumbai. 

This talent flourished and blossomed by performing from various stages and winning 

prizes in almost all the competitions held in those days. The dedication of his father, 

Late Shri N. R. Bhale and the rigorous „Taaleem‟ by his guru established him as a 

child artist. As a child prodigy, he had performed in a music concert organized after 

the wedding of Shrimant Madhav Rao Scindhia. Late Rajmata Vijaya Raje Scindhia 

presented a Silver „hammer‟ (gFkkSM+h) as she was highly impressed with Mukund‟s 

performance. By that time he completed his „Vid‟ degree (Tabla) of Jiwaji University, 

Gwalior and also secured 1
st
 position in the merit. 

Mukund joined Indira Kala Sangit Vishwavidyalaya, Khairagarh, Chhattisgarh as a 

graduate student and groomed his talent under the tutelage of Pt. Gajanan Tadey, a 

disciple of great Ustad Jahangeer Khan Saheb of Indore. 

Mukund passed his B.A. (Hons.) course with first division achieving first position in 

the merit. His academic credentials did not stop there and he was awarded a gold 

medal for achieving first position in Master‟s degree as well in Tabla from Indira Kala 

Sangit Vishwavidyalaya, Khairagarh. 

The endless desire to learn more and more led him to listen to the great exponents of 

Tabla, think over it and mature his views and his fingers. The process is still going on 

and is enriching his performance continuously. 

Mukund is known for his crisp and aesthetically rich handling of Tabla and Bayan. 

The total brilliance and sensitive touch of Tabla and Bayan makes him a different 

artist. His refined accompaniment and dynamic solo performances have acclaimed 

praises by many stalwarts and the media. 

He has six foreign tours to his credit including England, U.S.A., Germany, Russia, 

France, Switzerland, Holland, Italy, Poland and a few more countries for 

accompaniment and solo performances. 

He is a well known „guru‟. Many students have been awarded national scholarships 

under his tutelage. 

Besides being an established tabla player and a renowned guru, Mukund Bhale has 

been nominated as a subject expert in almost all the Indian universities, University 

Grants Commission and other institutions. 

Mukund Bhale - an artist known for his experimental thoughts has a long span of 

teaching to his credit. 

He was appointed as Lecturer, Tabla in 1982 in the one and only University for Music 

and Fine arts of that time, Indira Kala Sangit Vishwavidyalaya, Khairagarh, 
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Chhattisgarh. In 1992, he was appointed as a Reader there. He then put a lot of efforts 

to establish a separate department of Avanaddha Vadyas (Percussion Instruments). He 

finally secceeded in 1994 when a new Department of Percussion was formed. 

He is currently working as Professor of Tabla in Indira Kala Sangit Vishwavidyalaya, 

Khairagarh. During 2005 to 2007, he worked as Professor Tabla and Dean, Faculty of 

Percussion instruments at Bhatkhande Sangeet Sansthan, Lucknow. He re-joined 

Khairagarh University in 2007 as Professor. 

Apart from being an established Tabla artist, he has been deeply involved in the 

curriculum designing programme of Tabla as a subject expert. He has prepared 

syllabus for different Tabla Courses for many universities and institutions such as 

Indira Kala Sangit Vishwavidyalaya (Khairagarh), Bhatkhande Sangeet Sanstan 

(Deemed University, Lucknow), Gramodaya University (Chitrakoot), Punjab 

University (Chandigarh), Akhil Bharatiya Gandharva Mandal (Miraj), Music 

University (Puttuparthi) etc. 

He has to his credit the introduction of new syllabus in India for M.Phil and Doctor of 

Music degrees in Tabla subject. 

He has also prepared the introductory course of Tabla and Mridangam for school level 

for NCERT, New Delhi. He has always prepared courses keeping in mind that music 

is a practical art. The knowledge of ancient Indian texts and its relevance are some 

interesting and highlighting parts of his teaching.  

He has worked as Dean,Faculty of Music from march 2012 to march 2014. 

Seminars attended – 

 

Professor Bhale has attended many Seminars as a subject expert to deliver lectures or 

for lecture demonstrations or to present research papers. Some of the attended 

seminars are – 

 Seminar at Assam State College of Music, Guwahati in 2000 and 2002. 

 Seminar at DGPG College, Kanpur in 2005. 

 Seminar at Dayal Bagh Deemed University, Agra in 2007. 

 Seminar at Allahabad Degree College, Allahabad in 2008. 

 Seminar organized by Sangeet Natak Academy, New Delhi at Varanasi in 2007 

on the ancient text „Brihaddeshi‟ 

 Seminar organized by Delhi University in 2008 on the ancient text „Sangeet 

Ratnakar‟. 

 Seminar organized by Pracheen Kala Kendra, Chandigarh at Bhopal in 2008 on 

„Gharana System‟. 

 

Seminars Organized – 

 A highly successful Seminar on „Tabla-Poorab Baj‟ was organized in 2001 at 

I.K.S.V., Khairgarh. 
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 A similar kind of seminar on „Tabla-Pashchim Baj‟ was organized by him in 

2012 at I.K.S.V., Khairagarh. 

 Professor Bhale has also co-ordinated two refresher courses of U.G.C. held at 

Khairagarh and Lucknow. 

 Many research scholars are registered for Ph.D under his guidance. 

Honours - 

 Sangeet Kala Ratna, Sangeet Ratna, Taal Shiromani Sammaan, Nav Sadhana 

Kala Kendra Award, Brihan Maharashtra Kalakar award and many more 

 He has been awarded the Senior Fellowship of H.R.D., Department of Culture, 

Government of India on the subject “The Analytical Study of repertoires of 

Lucknow and Farrukhabad Gharana of Tabla and the changes occurred in the 

solo performance during the last 50 years”. 

 He is listed amongst the expert Tabla artists and has also been included in the 

book „Tabla Puran‟ by Pt. Vijay Shankar Mishra and „Taal Kosh‟ by Pt. Girish 

Chandra Shrivastava. 

 He has composed, directed and performed in Taal-Vaadya Kacchehris at many 

festivals in India. 

Festivals - 

 Tansen Samaroh (Gwalior), Maihar Samaroh (Maihar), Chakradhar Samaroh 

(Raigarh), Ganga Mahotsava (Varanasi), Ustad Amir Khan Samaroh (Indore), 

Pt. Kumar Gandharva Samaroh (Dewas), Lucknow Mahotsav (Lucknow) are 

some prestigious festivals where he has performed. 

 A galaxy of eminent vocalist and instrumentalists are there with whom 

Mukund Bhale has had honour of sharing the stage with. The names include – 

Pt. Kumar Gandharva, Pt. Hari Prasad Chaurasia, Pt. Prabhakar Karekar, Pt. 

Buddhaditya Mukherjee, Pt. Vishwamohan Bhatt, Ustad Haleem Zafar Khan, 

Dr Prabha Atre, Pt. Ajay Pohenkar, Vidushi Shoba Gurtu, Pt. Rajan and Sajan 

Mishra, Pt. Buddhadeo Das Gupta, Ustad Shahid Parwez and many others. 

 A long teaching experience furnished him with new dimensions in teaching. 

Since his joining as a lecturer, he has been working with the preparation of 

syllabus for his own university as well as for other universities as expert 

member. 

Administrative Experience - 

 Dean, Faculty of percussion 2005-2007, Lucknow. 

 Dean Faculty of Music at I.K.S.V.V. from March, 2012 to March 2014. 

 Organized seminars, workshops, refresher courses (details mentioned above). 

 He was convenor of many major music festivals organized by Khairagarh 

University such as Rajkumari Indira Samaroh, Khairagarh 

Mahotsava,2012,20132014,and Seminar under SAP etc. 

 At present he is working  as Professor Tabla ,Head of the Percussion 

department and Dean,  Faculty of Folk Music &Art at I.K.S.Univesity 

,Khairagarh. 


